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+ When you're young, performing is 
often competitive. Dance team. 
Beauty contests. Acting auditions. If 
you keep performing, you find 
something new. Something bigger 
and wilder and more ordinary. You 
find your actual body. 

Avalanche A new work by Headlong Dance Theater in collaboration with 
faculty at Bates and Colby Colleges.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V3aJPAfA8GI 

+ 

Process, Performance, Pedagogy 

Perspectives on Hybridity in Dance and Theater 
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+ The Questions 

  How can we maximize the possibilities of working in a 
department that combines Theater and Dance? 
  How do theater and dance training practices relate? 
  How can faculty and students collaborate across these disciplines? 

  What does creative research look like in Theater? In Dance? 
  What does training look like in Theater? In Dance? 

  How can we create meaningful artistic community within and 
across campuses? 
  What do we like to do in our creative research?   
  What kinds of artistic products and processes are meaningful to 

each of us? 

+ The Idea: 

  “ Our project hinges on creative and 
performance research by faculty 
through the commission of a new 
hybrid performance work by the 
acclaimed Headlong Dance Theater 
(HDT). .. The campus communities 
will be exposed to a deep process of 
creative research, workshops, and 
discussions. The final product of our 
research will be presented 
professionally…With good press, this 
has the potential to bolster the 
visibility of our Theater and Dance 
programs at the national level.” 
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+ 
Who we were 

Headlong Dance Theater 

A Dramaturg 

3 Dancer 
/Choreographers 

A Designer 

An Actor/Director 

+ 
Who we were 

Independent Artists 

Chair at Bryn Mawr 

Sr. Faculty (Bates) 
Tenure Track Jr. (Colby) 
Visiting Jr (Bates) 

Sr. Lecturer/Chair (Bates) 

Tenure Track Jr (Colby) 
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+ What we did   Got $-CBB Melon Faculty Enhancement 

   An initial research phase in Philadelphia 
(Philadelphia Live Arts 2011) 

  Two creative residencies at Bates College 
and one creative residency at Colby 
College.  In these residencies, HDT taught 
student workshops, lead community wide 
discussions on dance and theater 
pedagogy, and facilitated the development 
of Avalanche 

  A public, professional performance of 
Avalanche at The Performance Garage in 
Philadelphia in conjunction with the Society 
of Dance History Scholars Conference  
June 14-16 2012.   

+ The first email 

  Take turns leading the group.   

  prepare a short performance   

  What’s the most amazing thing you ever saw? 

   What were you doing the moment you decided you wanted to be an artist? 

  Write a few sentences about your current art-related obsessions/ 
interests.  Write as if you’re talking to a lover-collaborator, best friend or a close 
sibling-- some who knows you well.  You don’t need to contextualize, reference 
your past history, expertise, skills, ideology or research. It could be in the form 
of a list or clauses or a set of notes-- informal.   Let it be innocent and 
unjustified in some sense without any attempt to persuade anyone that you're 
interests are a worthwhile or interesting subject.  
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+

The world of the piece constellation 

Headlong’s Process 

proposals 
and 
assignments 

stories 
and 
questions  

Explorations 
and  
Elaborations 

Refining 

heat 

Showings/Feedback 

+ Sample Assignment:  
Body Instructions 
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+ Sample Constellation 

+ Performance  
Modes   
  Choreography 

  Blank Scenes 

  Text 

  Partnering 

  Improvisational Scores with Partners/Props/Text/Choreo 

  The structure was always a improvisational score collaging 
elements  
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+ Sample Refining 

+ Outcomes-Research 

  Making a Performance as research 

“College-level dance and theater teachers have long made the case for performance as a mode of 
investigation, a way of knowing... that our students, our audiences, and we ourselves find these 
modes of learning and of expression enlightening, critical, engaging, essential to truth-seeking and 
self-knowing... Clearly, Colby and Bates are leaders of this pack.” 

Lynn Matluk Brooks 

  The Desirability of an Unstable Product: Improvising in 
Performance 
  Each performance becomes research 
  Influence of venue (theater/art gallery/scholarly conference) 

  Audience feedback  

  Scholarly writing 
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+ Outcomes-Pedagogy 

  More Collaboration in artistic productions  
  “Home” and “Big Love” 
   Teaching exchanges and performance viewings with Colby 
  Possible Influence on Departmental Structure through new hire 

  Shared Vocabulary/New Skills  

  Shared teaching tools 

  Taking risks in front of our students/sharing the creative 
process as research 

+ Outcomes-More Performances  

  NYC St. Marks Church June 3-8 2013 

  SPACE Gallery, Portland, TBA 

  NOLA + SOCAL? 

COME SEE US! 


